
 

 

Collegedale Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2018 

I. Call to Order 

Director Bennett-Hobek called to order the regular meeting of the Collegedale Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Board (referred hereafter as “the Board”) at 6:09pm on 

November 13, 2018 in the Staff Training Room in Collegedale City Hall. 

II. Roll call 

Secretary Brown conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: David 

Barto, Alexander Brown, Parks and Recreation Director Traci Bennett-Hobek, Public 

Works Director Eric Sines, Brad DeVaney, Stan Beasley, and Alice Tym. 

III. Minutes from August Board Meeting 

Director Bennett-Hobek asked the Board if they had a chance to look over the minutes 

and if there were any questions or changes needed from the August Board meeting. 

Seeing as there were none, Mr. Beasley motioned to approve the minutes and Mr. 

Brown second the motion to which the Board approved unanimously the August Board 

meeting minutes. 

IV. Advisory Board Terms, Introduction of New Member 

Mr. Beasley introduced himself to the Board, he is a teacher at Collegedale Academy, a 

Collegedale resident, involved in Scenic City Multisport, and many other recreational 

organizations invested in physical activity and events. As Mr. McClarty has stepped 

down from the Board, Mr. Beasley is finishing Mr. McClarty’s last meeting of this year 

and starting his own three-year term starting in January 2019. Mark Hancock will also 

be stepping down due to work obligations that take him out of the country often. The 

Commissioners will try to fill this position with another member from the leadership of 

the Ooltewah Youth Association (OYA). 

 Collegedale Parks & Recreation Foundation, Inc. 

a) Directors, Mission 

The purpose of the Collegedale Parks and Recreation Foundation is to 

support the mission and goals of the Parks and Recreation department. 

Director Bennett-Hobek stated that the Collegedale Parks & Recreation 

Foundation is in no way intentionally or unintentionally replacing the 



 

 

Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation. The two Foundations serve different 

missions. Director Bennett-Hobek shared her respect and applause to the 

great work that the Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation has done and is still 

doing for our city and community. The Collegedale Parks & Recreation 

Foundation has a charter and bylaws that is similar to the Athens Parks 

Foundation. There is one open Foundation Director position to be filled. A 

couple of names were provided for follow up. Members of the Board are 

asked to relay any candidate suggestions to Director Bennett-Hobek for 

consideration. 

V. Progress  

a) Parks & Recreation Vehicle 

The Parks and Recreation Department has a 16-foot box truck with new 

graphics promoting the department. This vehicle will be used for storage, 

activities, events, and for marketing purposes. 

b) Communications, Media 

The Parks and Recreation website and Facebook page are having a pretty 

steady amount of traffic. Both are being used to advertise City events and 

cross events with other organizations within the community. Parks and 

Recreation activities are being recognized in The Times Free Press paper 

that comes out on Wednesdays from reporter, Myron Madden and Emily 

Crisman. Director Bennett-Hobek asked members of the Board to please 

push our page, website, and events to the populace so more will hopefully 

become interested and involved. Events are posted on the City electronic 

boards and flyers posted at the Collegedale Library, Village Market, City 

Hall, Imagination Station, and Thatcher Switch Recreation Area. There is 

the possibility of creating a quarterly newsletter similar to that of the 

Collegedale Inspires newsletter. 

c) UTC Survey and NRPA Metrics 

UTC has conducted a digital survey that had over 300 responses, about half 

in and half outside of the city limits. Dr. Andrew Bailey oversaw this 

survey and had a good diversified group from schools, local businesses, etc. 

He and Outdoor Recreation students will be comparing the findings with 

the National Recreation and Park Association metrics to see what 

Collegedale is doing well and where we might need to grow. Director 

Bennett-Hobek said that more than likely we will need to have some public 

meetings to get community feedback in order to apply for certain grants. 



 

 

She has also asked that if any members find any grants that Collegedale 

might be able to go after to please inform her. 

d) TRPA Conference 

Director Bennett-Hobek attended the Tennessee Recreation and Park 

Association conference. She informed the Board that it was a very 

informative conference along with networking. Ms. Candi Rawlins is the 

State Director for TRPA and their next conference is in Chattanooga, so we 

may need some volunteers to help with this upcoming event believed to be 

in November of 2019. 

e) 50th Anniversary Celebration Feedback 

Overall a very good event mentioned by many of the Board members. 

f) Collegedale Inspires Healthier Living/School Partnership Update 

There is a community effort of thirty (30) or so members trying to hang on 

to the Governor’s Foundation for Health and Wellness Healthier Tennessee 

recognition. Discussion went into the challenges there are to qualify again 

for the City recognition. It was also mentioned that if we should not 

complete the required qualifications that we will continue independently to 

accomplish such necessities albeit without state recognition. Collegedale 

Inspires is looking to work with several churches, schools and local 

businesses on projects that would accomplish some initiatives. Examples 

are Ooltewah Baptist Church and Ooltewah Methodist Church on a 

community garden. TKDo Martial Arts and Southern Adventist University 

are also being asked for advice and information about partnerships for 

future projects.  

VI. Programs and Events 

a) Participation Numbers, Registration/Fees 

From January to June of 2018, there have been 80 programs – some of these 

qualified towards the Healthier Tennessee Initiative. From July to the 

present, there have been 78 programs. Future programs will bring money 

into the City's General Fund and the Foundation will host events for funds 

to go directly into the Parks and Recreation Department.  

 

 



 

 

b) New Programs 

There are a lot of new programs! Some examples are handbell choir, 

fireside chats by local authors, nature educational events, a Bicycle Festival, 

etc. 

c) Collegedale 1st Annual Cycling Festival April 2019 

Bike and Pedestrian Coordinator Kat Volzer is helping chair our first annual 

Cycling Festival. This event is scheduled for April 27 and 28 at The 

Commons and surrounding trails and venue space. It is sponsored by the 

Collegedale Parks & Recreation Foundation. It is to be an inclusion event 

for all ages and all bicycle interests that will bring awareness to our events 

and programs, bicycling safety, classes for beginner to experienced cyclists, 

etc. We are going to heavily promote this event as there seems to be a lot of 

interest in the city and the surrounding areas. A suggestion was made to 

look at the possibility of a silent auction for fundraising like the 

Appalachian Mountain Bike Club does. 

VII. Board Member Round Table 

Discussion started with the Fit4Mom program and use of public space. Public space 

usage for private pay programs has not affected Collegedale yet. Long term, it may be 

wise to look at charging for public space use for businesses utilizing facilities/city land 

for private gain. We also need to look at creating more public spaces as our city and 

area grows. An inquiry was made for more information concerning the programs 

through Collegedale Inspires. A question was asked about getting pickleball 

tournaments to Collegedale and wanting to see more courts built. Most members know 

that there is a very high interest in pickleball. The biggest problem to build the 

necessary courts for pickleball tournaments at this time is land. Land type and 

availability in addition to the exponential growth occurring in our area was discussed. 

The Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation and the Collegedale Parks & Recreation 

Foundation are looking for ways to increase pickleball and other recreational facilities 

but it may be a while for those possibilities. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Director Bennett-Hobek adjourned the meeting at 7:15pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Alexander R. Brown, Secretary 

Minutes approved by:   
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